and discreet messengers to your adversaries, bidding
them that, if they are still minded to treat with you
of peace and concord, they come hither to us with-
out delay or tarrying."
Which thing was done. And when these trespass-
ers and repentant folk, that is to say, the adversaries
of Melibeus, had heard the messengers' words, they
were right glad and joyful, and they replied full
meekly and favourably, yielding grace and giving
thanks to their Lord Melibee and to all his party;
and they made ready, without delay, to accompany
the messengers in obedience to the command of Lord
Melibee.
Soon, then, they took their way toward Melibee's
court, and they took with them some of their true
friends to stand as sureties for them, and as hostages.
And when they were come into the presence of Meli-
bee, he spoke to them as follows: "It stands thus,
and true it is, that you, without just cause, and with-
out right or reason, have done great injury and
wrong to me, to my wife Prudence, and to my
daughter also. For you have entered my house with
violence, and you did such outrage here that all men
know well enough that you have fully deserved death;
therefore do I ask of you whether you will leave
the punishment, the chastisement, and the vengeance
of this thing to me and to my wife Prudence? Or will
you not?"
Then the wisest of these three answered for all of
them, saying: "Sir, we know well that we are un-
worthy to come into the court of so great and so
worthy a lord as you are. For we have so greatly
erred, and have offended guiltily in such wise against
your lordship, that verily we have been deserving of
death. But yet, for the great goodness and kindness
that all the world witnesses in your person, we sub-
mit ourselves to the excellence and benignity of your
gracious lordship, and stand ready to obey all your
commands, beseeching you, that of your mercy and

